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Federal Communications Commission § 73.801 

Communications Act of 1934 for the 
definition of ‘‘chain broadcasting.’’) 

[28 FR 13696, Dec. 14, 1963, as amended at 37 
FR 25843, Dec. 5, 1972; 38 FR 18896, July 16, 
1973] 

Subpart G—Low Power FM 
Broadcast Stations (LPFM) 

SOURCE: 65 FR 7640, Feb. 15, 2000, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 73.801 Broadcast regulations applica-
ble to LPFM stations. 

The following rules are applicable to 
LPFM stations: 

Section 73.201 Numerical definition of FM 
broadcast channels. 

Section 73.220 Restrictions on use of chan-
nels. 

Section 73.267 Determining operating 
power. 

Section 73.277 Permissible transmissions. 
Section 73.297 FM stereophonic sound 

broadcasting. 
Section 73.310 FM technical definitions. 
Section 73.312 Topographic data. 
Section 73.318 FM blanketing interference. 
Section 73.322 FM stereophonic sound trans-

mission standards. 
Section 73.333 Engineering charts. 
Section 73.503 Licensing requirements and 

service. 
Section 73.508 Standards of good engineer-

ing practice. 
Section 73.593 Subsidiary communications 

services. 
Section 73.1015 Truthful written statements 

and responses to Commission inquiries and 
correspondence. 

Section 73.1030 Notifications concerning in-
terference to radio astronomy, research 
and receiving installations. 

Section 73.1201 Station identification. 
Section 73.1206 Broadcast of telephone con-

versations. 
Section 73.1207 Rebroadcasts. 
Section 73.1208 Broadcast of taped, filmed, 

or recorded material. 
Section 73.1210 TV/FM dual-language broad-

casting in Puerto Rico. 
Section 73.1211 Broadcast of lottery infor-

mation. 
Section 73.1212 Sponsorship identification; 

list retention; related requirements. 
Section 73.1213 Antenna structure, marking 

and lighting. 
Section 73.1216 Licensee-conducted con-

tests. 
Section 73.1217 Broadcast hoaxes. 
Section 73.1230 Posting of station license. 
Section 73.1250 Broadcasting emergency in-

formation. 

Section 73.1300 Unattended station oper-
ation. 

Section 73.1400 Transmission system moni-
toring and control. 

Section 73.1520 Operation for tests and 
maintenance. 

Section 73.1540 Carrier frequency measure-
ments. 

Section 73.1545 Carrier frequency departure 
tolerances. 

Section 73.1570 Modulation levels: AM, FM, 
and TV aural. 

Section 73.1580 Transmission system inspec-
tions. 

Section 73.1610 Equipment tests. 
Section 73.1620 Program tests. 
Section 73.1650 International agreements. 
Section 73.1660 Acceptability of broadcast 

transmitters. 
Section 73.1665 Main transmitters. 
Section 73.1692 Broadcast station construc-

tion near or installation on an AM broad-
cast tower. 

Section 73.1745 Unauthorized operation. 
Section 73.1750 Discontinuance of operation. 
Section 73.1920 Personal attacks. 
Section 73.1940 Legally qualified candidates 

for public office. 
Section 73.1941 Equal opportunities. 
Section 73.1943 Political file. 
Section 73.1944 Reasonable access. 
Section 73.3511 Applications required. 
Section 73.3512 Where to file; number of 

copies. 
Section 73.3513 Signing of applications. 
Section 73.3514 Content of applications. 
Section 73.3516 Specification of facilities. 
Section 73.3517 Contingent applications. 
Section 73.3518 Inconsistent or conflicting 

applications. 
Section 73.3519 Repetitious applications. 
Section 73.3520 Multiple applications. 
Section 73.3525 Agreements for removing 

application conflicts. 
Section 73.3539 Application for renewal of 

license. 
Section 73.3542 Application for emergency 

authorization. 
Section 73.3545 Application for permit to de-

liver programs to foreign stations. 
Section 73.3550 Requests for new or modi-

fied call sign assignments. 
Section 73.3561 Staff consideration of appli-

cations requiring Commission consider-
ation. 

Section 73.3562 Staff consideration of appli-
cations not requiring action by the Com-
mission. 

Section 73.3566 Defective applications. 
Section 73.3568 Dismissal of applications. 
Section 73.3584 Procedure for filing peti-

tions to deny. 
Section 73.3587 Procedure for filing infor-

mal objections. 
Section 73.3588 Dismissal of petitions to 

deny or withdrawal of informal objections. 
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Section 73.3589 Threats to file petitions to 
deny or informal objections. 

Section 73.3591 Grants without hearing. 
Section 73.3593 Designation for hearing. 
Section 73.3598 Period of construction. 
Section 73.3599 Forfeiture of construction 

permit. 
Section 73.3999 Enforcement of 18 U.S.C. 

1464—restrictions on the transmission of 
obscene and indecent material. 

§ 73.805 Availability of channels. 
Except as provided in § 73.220 of this 

chapter, all of the frequencies listed in 
§ 73.201 of this chapter are available for 
LPFM stations. 

§ 73.807 Minimum distance separation 
between stations. 

Minimum separation requirements 
for LP100 and LP10 stations, as defined 
in §§ 73.811 and 73.853, are listed in the 
following paragraphs. An LPFM sta-
tion will not be authorized unless these 
separations are met. Minimum dis-
tances for co-channel and first-adja-
cent channel are separated into two 
columns. The left-hand column lists 
the required minimum separation to 
protect other stations and the right- 
hand column lists (for informational 

purposes only) the minimum distance 
necessary for the LPFM station to re-
ceive no interference from other sta-
tions assumed to operating at the max-
imum permitted facilities for the sta-
tion class. For second- and third-adja-
cent channels and IF channels, the re-
quired minimum distance separation is 
sufficient to avoid interference re-
ceived from other stations. 

(a)(1) An LP100 station will not be 
authorized initially unless the min-
imum distance separations in the fol-
lowing table are met with respect to 
authorized FM stations, applications 
for new and existing FM stations filed 
prior to the release of the public notice 
announcing an LPFM window period 
for LP100 stations, authorized LP100 
stations, LP100 station applications 
that were timely-filed within a pre-
vious window, and vacant FM allot-
ments. LP100 stations are not required 
to protect LP10 stations. LPFM modi-
fication applications must either meet 
the distance separations in the fol-
lowing table or, if short-spaced, not 
lessen the spacing to subsequently au-
thorized stations. 

Station class protected by LP100 

Co-channel minimum 
separation (km) 

First-adjacent channel 
minimum separation (km) 

Second- 
and third- 
adjacent 
channel 
minimum 

separation 
(km) 

I.F. channel 
minimum 

separations 

Required 

For no inter-
ference re-
ceived from 
max. class 

facility 

Required 

For no inter-
ference re-
ceived from 
max. class 

facility Required 

10.6 or 10.8 
MHz 

LP100 .................................................... 24 24 14 14 None None 
D ............................................................ 24 24 13 13 6 3 
A ............................................................ 67 92 56 56 29 6 
B1 .......................................................... 87 119 74 74 46 9 
B ............................................................ 112 143 97 97 67 12 
C3 .......................................................... 78 119 67 67 40 9 
C2 .......................................................... 91 143 80 84 53 12 
C1 .......................................................... 111 178 100 111 73 20 
C0 .......................................................... 122 193 111 130 84 22 
C ............................................................ 130 203 120 142 93 28 

(2) LP100 stations must satisfy the 
second-adjacent channel minimum dis-
tance separation requirements of para-
graph (a)(1) of this section with respect 
to any third-adjacent channel FM sta-
tion that, as of September 20, 2000 (the 
adoption date of this MO&O) broad-
casts a radio reading service via a sub-
carrier frequency. 

(b)(1) An LP10 station will not be au-
thorized unless the minimum distance 
separations in the following table are 
met with respect to authorized FM sta-
tions, applications for new and existing 
FM stations filed prior to the release of 
the public notice announcing an LPFM 
window period for LP10 stations, va-
cant FM allotments, or LPFM stations. 
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